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Picture: (left to right) Ronald O. Rogers, Chairman, African American Chamber of Commerce of Central
Florida; Derrick Wallace, President/CEO, Construct Two Group; Deborah Rios-Barnes, Asst. Director

Multi-Cultural Marketing, Orlando Magic; Courtney R. Powell, President, Ace Application, LLC; 
Jabari Jackson, Sr., CEO, Pure Platinum Enterprises, Inc.; and Dr. Robert M. Spooney, Executive Director,

African American Chamber of Commerce of Central Florida.

Orlando, FL - The African American Chamber of
Commerce of Central Florida recently recognized
exceptional business achievement and leadership in
diversity during its annual Eagle Award Ceremony held
at Epcot, November 14, 2009. 

Central Florida businesses were selected in four award
categories by the Chamber’s Board of Governors and
honored during the event. This year’s honorees were:
Construct Two Group, a leading minority owned
construction firm, Eagle Award recipient; Jabari
Jackson, Sr., Pure Platinum Enterprises, Inc.,
Entrepreneur of the Year Award recipient; Ace
Applications, LLC, Courtney R. Powell, President,
Emerging Business Award recipient; and The Orlando
Magic, Corporate Recognition of the Year Award
recipient. 

“Our annual Eagle Award Ceremony recognizes
dedication to exceptional business delivery and
industry expertise,” said Dr. Robert M. Spooney,
Executive Director, African American Chamber of

Commerce of Central Florida. “We are pleased to be
able to showcase organizations that are diligent in their
determination to help set the standard for excellence in
the Central Florida African American business
community.”

The event’s title sponsor and host was Walt Disney
World Resort. DoubleTree Resort, Orlando-
International Drive served as platinum sponsor. The
Orlando Magic, Orlando Health, and SunTrust Bank
also served as event sponsors. 

About the Chamber
The African American Chamber of Commerce of
Central Florida is an advocate and resource committed
to fostering economic success and empowering Central
Florida businesses through improved corporate
sensitivity and business responsibility. For more
information about the Eagle Award Event or the
Chamber, visit them online at
www.blackcommerce.org, email them at
info@blackcommerce.org, or call 407.420.4870.
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By Adner Marcelin
Parks & Crump, LLC
Tallahassee, Florida

On Monday, December 28, 2009, a
judgment of $5 million dollar was
entered in the 2nd Judicial Circuit
Court in Gadsden County for the
family of Shanesia Cox. While the
7 year old was playing in her
grandmother’s yard with her two
sisters and cousin, she was killed by
Bryce Crosby, who was 19 years
old at the time. Florida Highway
Patrol concluded that Crosby’s
blood alcohol level was almost
three times the legal limit at the
time of the accident.  

The accident occurred when
Crosby left the road traveling several hundred feet
across three yards hitting several objects, killing
Shanesia Cox, and injuring the other girls.  After hitting
Cox, Crosby never stopped.  He continued to drive back
onto the roadway with flattened tires but was

apprehended by authorities a short
distance from the scene.  

Crosby was charged with
vehicular manslaughter and leaving
the scene of an accident involving
death.  He pled guilty to the charges
and is now serving a 12 year sentence
at the Wakulla Work Camp. In
addition, he has 10 years probation and
his license is revoked for life.   

The judgment was entered
pursuant to an agreement on behalf of
the parties, thus preventing the
necessity of a trial. “I feel the main
reason the Cox family accepted a
settlement in this matter was to prevent
Shanesia Cox’s 6 years old and 9 years
old siblings from having to testify
about this horrible tragedy. Every night

those little girls have to go to bed with the memory of
seeing their sister’s face ran over by a drunk driver. No
one wanted them to relive the nightmare in a
courtroom,” said Attorney Benjamin L. Crump,
representing the family along with Don Hinkle. 
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“Cox’s Family members along with
their attorney, Benjamin Crump,

leaving the Gadsden County
Courthouse after the criminal

proceedings.”
Pictured (Back to Front, Left to
Right): Jojuanna Asbury, Erica

Jordan, Kenyatta Jackson, Regina
Jackson, Attorney Benjamin

Crump, and Diamond Cox (sister).

$5 Million Judgment Entered In 
Drunk Driving Case For Parks & Crump
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Sandy Lynne Holman urges
educators and parents to action 

Davis, CA — The media is
touting new films about
image and the African
American experience - Chris
Rock’s “Good Hair,” Oprah’s
“Precious,” CNN’s Black in
America, Disney’s Princess
and the Frog and Tyler
Perry’s films - but talking
about self-image is a mission
for Sandy Holman, director
of The Culture CO-OP,
Davis, California. Holman
has dedicated the last twenty years of her career to
boosting the body-image and self-esteem of the nation’s
youth. Her focus is on diversity and children who are
disproportionately affected by negative messages such as
African Americans and Latinos. 

Her first book -”Grandpa, Why Is Everything Black
Bad?”- won national awards in spite of what her critics
called its “negative title.” Holman reads this and her
other titles, “Grandma Says Our Hair has Flair” and “We
All Have a Heritage,” to the nation’s children. The
children who read her books know exactly what they
mean, and they feel validated by the positive messages
inside. Holman observes that from age three, kids notice
when their skin and hair doesn’t measure up to their role
models in movies and television. 

“Things have reached an epidemic level for our children
and the messages they internalize,” Holman said, “And
still we debate why there are achievement gaps in
education, high dropout rates, high incarceration rates
and worse.” The negative messages that children of color
receive, coupled with insidious institutional systems, are
taking their toll. 

Holman says it is vital to take collective action because
ultimately all of society is affected. By working with
schools, creating community conversations, giving
presentations and creating books, songs and other

materials, she encourages individuals to intervene in the
lives of youth during their formative years. 

Sandy Holman has degrees from the University of
California and California State University in
psychology and counseling. The Culture CO-OP
(Caring, Optimistic, Open-minded People) promotes
understanding and respect for diversity, reading and
quality education for all. They accomplish their mission
through dynamic presentations and research-based
multicultural products that incorporate reading, music
and the arts for people of all ages and backgrounds.
They are preparing to launch the national campaign “We
All Have a Heritage” to increase cross-cultural
awareness and understanding. For more details, visit
www.cultureco-op.com or contact Sandy Lynn Holman,
Director, Business Phone: 530-792-1334, Cell Phone:
530-902-4534
sandy@CultureCo-op.com

President Obama May Improve the Image of African Americans,
But Being Black or Brown In America Is Still Tough For Kids

Sandy Lynn Holman
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Harvard University 
Waves Tuition for Undergraduates 

of Low-Income Families
Harvard University released a statement recently
that from now on undergraduate students from
low-income families will not have to pay tuition.
When making this announcement Harvard’s
president, Lawrence H. Summers said, “When
only ten percent of the students in elite higher
education come from families in the lower half of
the income distribution, we are not doing enough.
We are not doing enough in bringing elite higher

education to the lower half of the income
distribution.”

This new program means that undergraduate
students from families whose income is less
than $60,000 a year can attend Harvard for
free. The University will pick up their tuition
which means no student loans.

Please share this information with all family
and friends, even if you do not have a college
aged child at home. To find out more about
Harvard offering free tuition to low-income
families, visit Harvard’s financial aid website
http://www.fao.fas.harvard.edu, call Harvard’s
financial aid office at (613) 495-1581, 
or contact Michelle Fowler at State
Representative Jennifer Carroll’s office 
(904)  573-4994
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The use of debt and
credit cards as become a
way of life for busy
consumers who value
convenience and
timesaving technology.
No matter what your
business in or what
service you provide, you
are eligible to receive
and profit from the use of
bank cards. Its fast and
its simple! 

John W. Demps, Sr., established
Merchants Bankcard Systems of
Florida, Inc. (MBS) in July of
1994, as an Independent Sales
Organization (ISO). We are
primarily considered a Merchant
Services Provider (MSP) in sales,
installation, and we maintain
certain Point of Sale (POS)
devices. We also market and own
ATM terminals. Our turnkey
operation provides an
unprecedented opportunity for
you to process all major Credit
Cards, Debit Cards, Product your
own Credit and Debt Cards, as
well as Check Guarantee, and
Electronic Check Acceptance
(ECA) from your own POS
terminal.

Merchants Bankcard Systems
of Florida Inc. (MBS), is a
CERTIFIED MINORITY
BUSINESS ENTERPRISE
(MBE) with the State of Florida, The National Minority
Supplier Development Council of Florida, The City of
Jacksonville, South Dakota, West Virginia, State of
Virginia, The State of Maryland, The State of Indiana and
the State of California as a Merchant Services Provider in
the sales and processing of all Credit Cards, Debit Cards,

and ATM financial transactions. In addition MBS of
Florida, Inc. is (8)(a) certified with the U.S. Small
Business Administration.

MBS of Florida is comprised of three (3) separate
divisions. They are:

1). Sales and Marketing: MBS is a registered agent
with FIRST DATA Independent Sales through
Cardservice International as an ISO/MSP. We sell, lease
and service a complete line of Point of Sale equipment
for the processing of all major Credit Cards, Debit
Cards as well as Electronic Check Acceptance.

2). Installations: MBS has a team of qualified installers
capable of installing POS
equipment, Computer
driven Sales and Inventory
Control Programs and
Hardware. In addition, we
install all the Electronic
Benefits Transfer (EBT)
equipment under contract
with J. P. Morgan
Electronic Financial
Services, Inc. (formally
Citicorp Financial
Services, Inc.) for the
States of Florida, Georgia,
Colorado, Idaho, Arizona,
Maryland and Virginia. We
are presently in the State of
Indiana.

3). Automated Teller
Machines (ATM’S):
MBS is a registered
ISO/ESO of Concord EFS
National Bank and Core
Data Systems. We sale,
lease, own and service a

complete line of ATM’s.

We look forward to providing you with “Service That Is
Second To None”. Please call us today so we may
design a program to meet your needs. toll free at 
(877) 393-7993.

Is Your Business Receiving The Full Benefit of
Payments From Debt and Credit Card Customers?

John W. Demps
President / CEO
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By Pastor Leon R. Bing
North Jacksonville Family Worship Center

We often speak of the 400 years of silence, but do we
know why there were 400 silent years, from Malachi to
Matthew, where God did not speak prophetically to his
people? Do we take this for granted the way we take
God for granted in many other areas of life? As we have
entered into a new decade, the 2010, it is time that the
people of God wake up to the fact that we have been our
own worst enemy.  We are supposed to be the seed of
Abraham, engrafted into the family of God. We are
supposed to be the head not the tail, blessed in the city
and in the country. Many of God’s people seem to be
doing well, but too many of those are making things
happen on their own. They are working two or three
jobs, or sad to say, they are taking advantage of people
by lying or scamming people. 

All of God’s people should see God performing
miracles in their daily lives. Most people are not seeing
it because they are suffering from the same things that
the people of Malachi’s day were going through, and
the consequences were that God stopped speaking to
man for 400 years. So we will take a look at what led to
the 400 years of silence of God and see the warnings
that we must learn so that we won’t suffer individually
the same sad event in our lives. 

The prophet Malachi gave a prophetic word to the
Israelites where he ask no less than 23 non rhetorical
questions to God’s people after they had completed the
rebuilding of the Temple and the Wall around the city of
Jerusalem. The Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi,
were written between 460 – 420 BC.  Ezra & Nehemiah
were one book until the 3rd century. I only mention this
so that we can see that these events took place not long
after God’s people were released from bondage in
Babylon.

There were seven areas that did not please God in the
Book of Malachi. These same seven areas are what are
holding back God’s people today! The people had

gotten to the place that
they no longer
worshiped God in
several areas. The priests
were allowing the people
to turn away from all that
Ezra had taught them.

Argument about
God’s love for Israel
Although God loved Israel, some of the Jews in
Jerusalem questioned whether He really loved them.
Malachi reminded these people that one day God will
be glorified around the world, thus encouraging there
recommitment to Him. (Read Malachi 1:1-5)

Today we have allowed the world system to cause many
to doubt God’s love for them. Because of the failure of
the financial system last year, many were led to
question if God still cared? Many began to seek the
world system for away out of this mess. God’s people
are still people of faith! As Paul said in Romans 8:35-
39

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the
day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us.

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come,

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
KJV

400 YYears oof SSilence 
What Led to the Silence of God?

See Silence of God page 26
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mandatory receptions and black-tie events – caused the weight to
creep back.

“I went up because [when you’re running for public office]
you go from a lunch to a dinner to a brunch. I think I gained about
45 pounds. But it bothered me. For the first time in my life, it
bothered me. So I would constantly start exercising, and
immediately when I stopped running [for president], I dropped it
all down. Unlike in my younger days, I became very weight-
conscious and knew how much better I felt being leaner.”

Once Sharpton strengthened his commitment, he hit his stride,
and the temptation to return to his old ways fell away. Now, he
says, he tests his willpower by dining out with friends who are
eating his favorite foods.  “I think I’ve always had discipline. I just
never applied it to eating,” he says, laughing. “When I was in
Vieques, a guy told me that if you can control the way you eat, you
can control your life,” he says. “I’ve never forgotten that lesson.”

His health-conscious lifestyle has rubbed off on his family and
friends as well. “The people in his studio, his producer, they’re
watching their diets now,” says his daughter Dominique Sharpton.
“Everybody is trying to live, and he’s been a great motivator. I’m
very proud of him.” “Black people, you can’t have all this focus
and determination in every other aspect of your life and then turn
around and eat too much,” he warns. “It means something’s off. It
means you’ve still got some work to do. God wants us to be in
control.”

To be clear, Sharpton insists that you don’t have to go hardcore
– like adopting the liquid diet he was on when he was jailed for the
Vieques protest – in order to lose the weight. “I just eat healthy,”
he says. “I eat a chicken Caesar salad every day. It’s all about lean
meats, water, fruits and vegetables. And [I eat] soups, especially
chicken noodle or tomato-based soups. I’ve found things that I
actually like to eat, so I don’t miss the old stuff as much.”

And when he’s on the road – which is most of the time –
Sharpton chooses his hotel, in part, according to how good its
fitness center is. “I work out first thing in the morning, before I
even read the paper,” says the self-described news junkie. “It’s 30
minutes on the treadmill while I’m watching the news or listening
to some music [and] 15 minutes on the elliptical trainer. Then, I’ll
play around with some weights – I might even hit the track
afterward.”

And even though Sharpton’s resolve now is primarily to
maintain good health, he’s found that his trimmer waistline is a hit
with the ladies. Talk about motivation. It’s never been my focus,”
he grins sheepishly, “but it helps.”

AL SHARPTON continued from page 23

For the first time in history, Nobel Peace Prize Recipient and
President of the United States of America, Barack Obama joins the
Tuskegee Airman, a United States Army figurine, an Ebony
Visions(TM) African-American Nativity and a heart-warming
portrait of Mother Teresa, as part of the exciting presentation of
Thomas Blackshear’s newest artistic renderings with one piece
garnering the attention of the United States Postal Service. 

Now that the holiday season is over, what better way to ring in the
New Year than to start making plans for a Black History Month
Celebration? Only a few weeks away, the month of February is set
aside to focus on the many momentous events and courageous
feats of Black Americans. Just in time to commemorate some of
these great contributions,
internationally acclaimed
artist, Thomas Blackshear
unveils several new
designs of historical
significance. Each piece of
his collection can be
purchased from Blackshear
Online for yourself or as a
thought-provoking gift that
will arouse interest and
inspire style for any decor. 
BARACK OBAMA
FIGURINE & BUST
Beginning with the highest
office in the land,
Blackshear presents a
handsome figurine of our
44th President and
Commander in Chief,
Barack Obama, an
artistically detailed
rendition produced by the
famous Lenox China
Company, our president
stands in front of two
American flags as he looks toward the future as Leader of the Free
World. 
In a candid interview, Thomas explains the inspiration that led him
to create the Obama figurine. ”The reason why I wanted to do the
Obama piece was because something was happening in this
country that had never been done before. This was a piece of
history that was unfolding right before our eyes. Who ever thought
that we would have a Black president in our life time, and it’s
already happened.” 
Winner of the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize, Obama’s election was a
historic event, not only for Black History but for the history of the
United States. In addition to the figurine, Blackshear is introducing
the Barack Obama Bust, a stately sculpture that adds distinction to
any room. Both presidential pieces ship February in plenty of time
to celebrate Black History Month. 

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH WITH A GIFT
OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE FROM 

THOMAS BLACKSHEAR’S AWARD-WINNING COLLECTION 
ABOUT BLACKSHEAR ONLINE
Established in 2001, we are the internet’s pre-eminent gathering
place for fans and collectors of internationally acclaimed African-
American artist Thomas Blackshear. Our goal is to continue to be
the most comprehensive Thomas Blackshear community by
providing the essential link collectors need to interact and share
ideas and information, and conveniently and confidently purchase
Thomas Blackshear products online. Visit our web site at
www.BlackshearOnline.com or call us at (209) 599-8599. 
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The Black church has always had a positive influence
or affect on the spending habits of Black America. It is
apparent, however, that some of that influence has
dwindled over the last ten to twenty years. This may be
one of the reasons our community has been so hard
pressed during this economic downturn. Now is the
time for the church to turn back to teaching sound
biblical economics. The black church can influence the
spending habits of Black America by teaching the
biblical principles that govern spending. The church
must teach biblical principles of self - discipline to
control spending and keep the triune nature of
spending… that is Needs, Wants and Desires, in their
proper relationship. 

When it comes to spending we must consider our
Needs. These are purchases such as food, clothing,
housing, medical coverage and others that are necessary
for our basic requirements. 1st Timothy 6:7- 8 says, “7
For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain
we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and
clothing, with these we shall be content.” 

Then we must consider our Wants. These are choices
about the quality of goods to be used. Dress clothes
versus work clothes, steak versus hamburger, a new
Lexus versus a used Ford. 1 Peter 3:3-4 provides

guidance in wants
as it says, “3 Do
not let your
adornment be
merely outward -
arranging the hair,
wearing gold, or
putting on fine
apparel— 4 rather
let it be the hidden
person of the heart,
with the
i n c o r r u p t i b l e
beauty of a gentle
and quiet spirit,
which is very
precious in the

sight of God.” 

Finally we must consider our Desires which are those
choices according to God’s plan that can be made out of
the surplus funds after all other obligations have been
met. 1st John 2:15-16 tells us, “ 15 Do not love the
world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of
the world.” 

The Black church has a role in the local economic plan
of the communities they serve. The role of the Black
church includes the mission of empowering or edifying
its members. The church is an economic engine in the
community as it has individuals who are employed by
the church in various capacities. Most churches employ
at least one person. In addition, the church should hold
seminars in biblical economics as I mentioned earlier
and the church should be involved in entrepreneurial
programs that help members develop and execute
business plans. 

Think about this for a moment, if the local church and
its members used the same bank, that concentration of

Dr. Robert M. Spooney

The Influence of the Black Church on the Local Economy
By: Rev. Dr. Robert M. Spooney

Executive Director/CEO, African American Chamber of Commerce of Central Florida
Pastor of Christian Education, Fellowship Baptist Church of Pine Hills

See Black Church page 30
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Argument about honoring God in worship
Some questioned this accusation. How did they
dishonor God? By offering blind and lame sacrifices
that even their own governor would not accept. (Read
Malachi 1:6 -14).

People today still have this issue to overcome that is
giving God their best. Many have stopped attending
services like they use to, they have stopped serving in
the various ministries at their local churches, and
basically many have just flat out stopped attending
church. Some will say that times have gotten tough!
Well, if you had been attending church, you would have
known that times are going to get even tougher! But
God is able to bring us out of whatever may come our
way! And even as Malachi said, try being slake with
“Uncle Sam”, it won’t work, and the government will
not accept anything less than what it asks for! But we
don’t have a problem giving any old thing to God.

Argument against the priest
God was not worshiped properly because the priest did
not act as godly priest by honoring God, giving the

Silence of God
continued from page 19

See Silence of God page 28

people true instruction in God’s law, walking in
righteousness and peace, or turning people from
wickedness. Because they corrupted the Levitical
covenant, God will despise and curse them. (Read Mal.
2: 1-9).

Even the Ministers of God are not exempt! There are
Ministers, or Pastors who care more about what they
can get, rather than giving people truth. God was not
pleased then, and he is not pleased now!   

Argument on marriage and divorce
The Jewish family was defined by its relationship to
one father, Abraham, and one God, the God of Israel.
But many Hebrew were destroying the traditional
family, some by marrying foreign wives and others by
divorcing their Hebrew wives. This profaned the
people’s worship of God at the temple and made it
impossible for him to accept their sacrifices. (Read
Mal. 2: 10 -16)

Today, one by one, states are legalizing same sex
marriage. And many in the church are accepting it as
though God has changed His mind about it. As well as
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Silence of God
continued from page 26

See Silence of God page 30

end the plague He had sent to destroy their crops and
pour out a blessing so large that they would not have
room to store their produce. (Read Malachi 3:7 – 12)

Well we seem to know more about this passage of
scripture than any other in the Book of Malachi. Simply
put, we must be faithful to our God and do as He said
and put Him to the test. Many want to portray
themselves as tithers, but the proof is in the pudding,
tithers see God do miracles in their total lives! The key
promise is that He would hold back the devourer from
us! It’s not just having finances come, but to keep back
the things that take away the finances. Health,
mechanical, the government, or anything else that
would suck away our finances!

Argument with the value of serving God
Finally, God accused some arrogant people who began
to think that it was vain to serve God or to repent. They
were so mixed up that they called the proud the blessed
ones and the wicked the strong ones. (Read Malachi 3:
13- 4:6).

Ministers who leave there wives for other women, many
who married women in the church that they lead. Don’t
be mad at me, God made this argument back in the Book
of Malachi! 

Argument with God’s justice
Things were so bad that some actually questioned the
justice of God, suggesting that God delights in those
who do evil. But God will demonstrate His justice on the
earth when He sends His messenger to prepare the way
for the coming of the messenger of the covenant “the
Messiah”. (Read Malachi 2: 17 - 3:6)

With all the events that have taken place in the past few
years, many would have the same argument with God
today. But for the faithful, we know that God is a just
God!

Argument with tithing
God asked the people to repent, but they did not seem to
know what to repent about. God revealed that they were
not tithing. If they would stop robbing God, He would
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We are witnessing this event take place right before our eyes.
There are many in this country that comes against the People
of God. They don’t want you praying in school or on the job,
they don’t want you calling on the name of Jesus, they don’t
want you praising His name at all! Remember Isaiah 5:20;
Woe unto them that call evil good , and good evil; that
put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! KJV

All of this led to 400 years of the silence of God. There can
be no greater punishment than for God to be silent in your
life! As we enter this new decade, my prayer is that we learn
from not only the last decade, but from what the Book of
Malachi taught us! It is a very dangerous thing when we get
to the point that God stops speaking to us, when he stops
leading us by His Spirit. We understand that we have direct
access to His throne by Christ Jesus, but sin can cut us off
when there is no repentance. How important is it for the Holy
Spirit to speak to you and lead you? In this New Year may
we all start fresh and get to the place where the people of
God should be! I love you all, let’s share the love!
In 2010, become more than a conqueror!

Silence of God continued from page 28

wealth could give that local church such financial clout that
banks would think twice before denying members business
loans and/or mortgages.  I agree with Tony Evans who stated
in his book entitled “The Kingdom Agenda” that if every
church would empower one responsible welfare family per
year, we could eliminate the need for social welfare in five
years or less.

Over the past 20-30 years the Black Church has become
more than a political arena or an economic engine; it is also
the hub of spiritual and moral instruction. The Black Church
has always been a beacon in the community, and we find
ourselves at a point where we are being told that letting our
light shine is acceptable as long as it doesn’t shine too
brightly or clearly proclaim truth and potential
consequences. 

The last 20-30 years has seen a rise in teaching that focuses
on getting more. Many pastors and preachers are proponents
of the prosperity ministry. However, the church of late has
been concentrating on the business of creating economic
institutions. The real issue is jobs, people being laid off
through all this corporate downsizing is affecting every
Black community in this country. The church is now finding
itself in a situation where it is the best continuing organized
entity in the Black community for the acquisition and
redevelopment of land, the building of business enterprises
and the employment of people. In other words the influence
has not dwindled but it has been rekindled.

Black Church continued from page 25

“Like anybody, I
would like to live a
long life. Longevity
has its place. But
I’m not concerned
about that now. I
just want to do

God’s will. And He’s
allowed me to go up
to the mountain. And

I’ve looked over.
And I’ve seen the
Promised Land. I
may not get there

with you. But I want
you to know tonight,

that we, as a
people, will get to

the promised
land!”

With these words, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. built a
crescendo to his final speech on April 3, 1968. The next

day, the civil rights leader was shot and killed on a balcony
of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tenn.

At the roots Dr. King’s civil rights convictions was an even
more profound faith in the basic goodness of man and the
great potential of American democracy. These beliefs gave

to his speeches a fervor that could not be stilled by
criticism.

He rose in 1955 from a newly arrived minister in
Montgomery, Ala. to a figure of national prominence. It

was Dr. King who dramatized the Montgomery bus boycott
with his decision to make it the testing ground, before the
eyes of the nation, of his belief in the civil disobedience

teachings of Thoreau and Gandhi.

In the summer of 1963, Dr. King led the March on
Washington, stirring the emotions of millions with the
words “I have a dream.” On Dec. 10, 1964, he won the

Nobel Peace Prize.

His strong beliefs in civil rights and non-violence made
him one of the leading opponents to American participation

in the war in Vietnam.

At the time he was assassinated in Memphis, Dr. King was
involved in one of his greatest plans to dramatize the plight
of the poor and stir Congress to help Blacks. He called his

venture the “Poor People’s Campaign.” 

Jan. 15, 1929 to April 4, 1968

Celebrate A King
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next logical extension of services for the homeowners
and the community is financial planning that leads to
financial security.

The Steeple H.O.M.E. Team consulted with many
people who said they were overwhelmed by their
personal debt situation. Or they wanted to get out of
debt but didn’t know how to get started to make that
first step to take charge of their financial destiny.  In

this economy, it’s more important than ever to
take steps toward getting out of debt. A
good credit score can impact the cost of
homeowner and auto insurance. Whether
you are approved to rent a house or

apartment and in some cases, whether you get a
job offer or even the type of job or license

approval.

The Steeple H.O.M.E. Team has partnered with a global
financial company to guide people through resolving
these issues and to create a  personal plan to show them
how to take charge of their finances. When you have a
financial plan you can visualize your success, whether
it’s getting out of credit card debt, paying off other
bills/debt quickly, debt consolidation or paying off
mortgages in one-half to one-third the time.  

Call 407-615-4066 to schedule your financial needs
analysis or for your personal invitation to our Financial
Empowerment Seminars (Wednesdays/7pm) at The
Steeple H.O.M.E. Team Center located at 771 Kirkman
Road, Suite 108, Orlando, FL 32811.

BREAK TTHE CCHAINS OOF FFINANCIAL SSLAVERY
By Darlene Robinson, 
President/The Steeple HOME Team

In the state of today’s economy, with millions losing
their homes to foreclosure and their jobs due to down
sizing, many people turn to prayer to relieve themselves
of their stress and burdens of life. Most people don’t
know that the bible contains almost 500 verses on
prayer and a little less than 500 verses on faith, yet over
2,300 verses that address in very practical, specific
ways how to earn, save, spend, invest and give money.
Two-thirds of the parables deal with money. The Bible
has more to say about money than heaven and hell
combined, even more to say about money than
salvation. The Bible has more to say about money than
any other subject except love.  So isn’t it time we take
charge of our own
finances and break
the chains of
financial slavery
and eliminate our
debt?

Biblical financial principles that
applied yesterday, also apply today, and
they will apply tomorrow.  These principles
apply if you have a little or a lot of money, if
you are single or married, if you are young or
young-at-heart. Listed below are just a
couple of the Bible verses that cover
different financial advice.

1)Proverbs 22:7     “The rich rules over
the poor, and the borrower is slave of
the lender.” 

2)Proverbs 13:22    “A good man leaves an inheritance
for his children’s children,

3)Romans 13:8 (NIV) Don’t run up debts, except for
the huge debt of love you owe each other.

One of The Steeple H.O.M.E. Team’s primary goals is
to save homeowners from foreclosure by negotiating an
affordable mortgage payment with their lender.
Hundreds of homeowners have enjoyed tremendous
success through our modification system, therefore the
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maximize her physical beauty without cosmetic
surgery, because as shallow as it may sound, how
physically attractive you are is very important to men,
and should also be to you if you are seriously looking to
attract and keep a man. 

6) Black Men Struggle More Than Any Other Group
of People in Society and in the Workplace:

You have to ask why are there so many black men in
prison and under-educated? Why is the unemployment
rate so high for black males? Why is the suicide rate so
high for black males? Why are so many black men
absent in their child’s life? Why are black males
struggling more than other group of people? We have to
better understand the struggles of Black men to really
increase the number of datable black men...and I’m no
expert on the answers to these questions and I know
when I’m out of my lane, but there are others who have
studied Black males and written on this topic and could
surely provide some answers to these questions. 

7) Black Women Haven’t Adjusted to the New
Hypercompetitive Dating Environment That Exists
Today:

Many of the traditional rules of courtship don’t exist,
for better or for worse, Black women have to do things
differently to attract and maintain a long-term
relationship with a man. And, if you think about it, most
of us have never been taught how to date to find a
compatible partner. There was no college course for it.
Yes, many women have received advice from family or
friends. We may have taken advice from other single
women. But most of us are winging it as we go. There
are some women who are obviously better at it than
others. In Why I Love Men: The Joys of Dating, I’ve
consolidated the best strategies that I have learned from
friends, relatives and my own experiences and frankly
some of the best practical advice that I have ever
received and successfully applied to attract the type of
men I wanted in my life and they did show up. These
strategies have worked for others and they can work for
you. You can’t continue doing the same thing and
expect different results. It is time to change your
approach to dating! 

So, those are my thoughts, I’d love to hear why you
think so many Black women are single and please be
sure to read Part 2: 10 Things Single Black Women
Should Do to Find a Good Man. 

Also, check out Real Talk with JJ and The Fellas see
www.jjsmithonline.com, as we will dedicate our radio
shows the entire month of January (1/13 and 1/27) we
to discuss this topic so that Black men and women can
have real dialogue and discuss real solutions. You can
check out the show nationally, so please join in the
discussion! 

J.J. Smith is a Dating and Relationship Expert,
Author, Radio Host, Life Coach and Corporate
Executive. J.J. is also the host of “Real Talk with JJ
and The Fellas,” a radio show that provides advice to
single women looking for real answers on love,
dating, sex and relationships. J.J has appeared on
NBC, FOX, NewsChannel8, Glamour Magazine,
Ladies Home Journal. the Jamie Foxx Show, Montel
Williams Show, Michael Baisden Show, HOT97, KISS
98.7 and many others. J.J. is also the Dating and
Relationship Columnist for Black Star News. J.J.’s
engaging personality, and no-holds barred dating
books offer sometimes controversial guidance that has
been grabbing readers and listeners, both men and
women alike, and keeping them coming back for
more! 

J.J. Smith is available to discuss this topic on
print/radio/TV. Feel free to contact her at
info@jjsmithonline.com at 202-230-7195 or visit her
at www.jjsmithonline.com to view her demo reel and
media clips. 

The Real Reasons
Continued from page 35
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The 2010 Winning Team
“The world is such that what appears to be an end is only a
new beginning.” As we close out another year, we begin a
new one with a fresh start and the ability to do better and be
better. This New Year may prove being better a tall order
with the many obstacles our economy presents. Yet it is still
our goal to make 2010 the beginning of the best of our life.

As a nation we just closed out another college football year
and a new National Champion was crowned. Hundreds of
teams from all across the nation competed but only one
received the crown and appeared to succeed. However,
success comes in many forms and to many people. In the
sport of college football, not only one, but many are winners
and many succeed.

The national title game presented two teams, to get to that
game was a success – both teams are winners. There were
over 32 bowl games of which over 64 different teams with
over 5,000 players from 64 different colleges participated
and each received from $3 million to $16 millions for
education - each of these teams succeeded and their colleges
are winners. 

Of the 240,000 athletes who participated in college football
this year, all came out winners because of the various goals
they set and fulfilled. One’s goal was to set their college’s
rushing yards record. Another’s, their college’s passing yards
record. Yet another, the field goal points record. It was an
honor for one to adorn the college jersey as a team member
for the first time. Some times we are tempted to see only one
winner in life’s contests; however, all those who compete
find themselves winners in many ways including self
fulfillment and countless inspiration to others.

This New Year 2010 like all others embarks on us setting
new goals. To many, getting a job tops their list. Our nation’s
unemployment rate is 10% and in some areas as high as
15%. This does not seem like such an enormous problem
when analyzed by the simple number 15 out of 100 not
having a job and viewed by someone who does have a job.
However, when equated in actual life figures of 1 million
people, for whether we live in a major metropolitan city, a
large county, or even a large region of our state, there is 1
million people in your given area. Consequently, when your
unemployment rate is 15%, 150,000 people are unemployed

in your area, and that means 150,000 families are adversely
affected.

This number of 150,000 should bring the magnitude of the
problem into perspective, but just in case not, here is a
different perspective. If the average church membership is 300
people, then can you see the entire memberships of 500
churches without jobs? If you can place 10 churches to an
average community, that would means 50 communities in your
area would exist with not a single person employed. When we
see a small percentage number diminish a major calamity it is
easy for those of us to carry on with no empathy until the
problem knocks at our door…

Hello, it’s 2010 and 150,000 people in your area are without
jobs. This is a problem that affects us all, one way or another.
Therefore, when a person sets their goal for 2010 to get a job,
this is a goal we should all support. It takes a village because
it affects a village. This is not a “personal” goal; it is a
“person” goal. To make it through, we will all need to be more
humane and become members of a Support Team, which in
2010 is the Winning Team!

We can learn a lot from a football team. We can learn the value
of working together for a common goal. We can learn the hard
work of rudimental practice of drills, realizing that practice
does not make perfect, but perfect practice makes perfect, not
just doing, but doing it right. We can learn how supporting and
making another person strong can lead to your own personal
success and accomplishment. We can learn that it does not
matter how little you contribute nor how much another
contributes over you, when the team wins, everyone stands on
the mountaintop of success and receives the prize… 
We Are All Winners! 
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